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Rome Prosecutor Says Bulgarian Lied on Alibi

'S By JOHN TAGLIABUE
1 Special to The New York Times

Seorusr accused a Bulgarian airiine
prosecutor & a r
official todl{lo( baving lied when he
told Italian tors that he was
not present when John Paul I

The Soviet Union has accused Western’
‘secret services:- of fabricating the

charges to generate ‘‘an.anti-Bulgar-
ian, anti-socialist campaign’ and de-
flect attention from ‘‘the United States
policy of state-backed terrorism.”

A statement by the Association of
Soviet Lawyers, issued Tuesday by the
official press agency Tass, the
trial “served as a pretext for numerous
actions in Italy and other Western
countries and for violations of norms of
international law and of the-national
legislation of these countries.”

The reference was apparently to re-
cent United States antiterrorist actions
in the Mediterranean, such as the forc- -
ing down in October of an Egyptian
airliner u%tbe hijackers of the
cruise ship e Lauro. .

Mr. Antonov, the former Rome sta-
tion chief of the Bulgarian state airline,
Balkanair, is charged with taking part |
in the assassination atteqxt in. St. ;
Peter’s Square on May 13, 1961. He ini- |
tially named his wife and several fel- |
low employees as witnesses who could ‘

" | new informa

confirm that he was not in St. Peter’s | flight attendant, now in the West.
the day of the shooting, as Mr. Agca ! said that sbé had never met Mr.
ed . ' Antonov but that knowledge of English

charged.

“The prosecutor, Antonio Marini, said Was required
he later withdrew his wife as his wit- station chief. Mr. Antonov said be knew
ness, saying she had left Rome for Bul- little English, rel
gamﬂvedlysbefmunsboodng. - and subordinates's heip.

The prosecutor suggested Mr. Anto- The prosecutor opened his summa-
nov had changed his story because Mr. , tion against Mr. Antonov and two Bul-
Agca had testified that he met Mr. An- being tried in absentia — Todor
tanov, his wife and other Bulgarians in a former official
the Antonov apartment for a planning in Rome, and Lieut. Col. K.
session shortly before the shooting. The Vasilev, the mm :z
enahled the Italiande-  attaché here — after
fense attorneys to argue that Mr. Agca for life imprisonment for three Turkish
had lied, since Mrs. Antonov was not in defendants. They include Musa Serdar

Rome at the time of the purported plan- Celebi, the former head of & ‘Dsthh
session. : * organization known as the

1

?

presence of his own wife?”* Mr. Marini

He said Italian customs officials
were unable to esnfirm when Mrs. An-
tonov left Italy, and the Bulgarian Gov-
ernment, asked to supply her
said it had been destroyed.
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